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Our mission is to support successful community projects that benefit North Kohala.

Welina!

As the Resource Center enters our 20th year of serving Kohala, we take time to reflect on all that we’ve been able to
accomplish together. Founded on a shared vision by community leaders, and sustained through support from community
members, the Center has brought to life many dreams and helped to build a solid foundation for ongoing community
projects.

Our team, led by a dedicated volunteer Board of Directors, and a dynamic staff of three Co-Directors, remains rooted in
our commitment to working alongside our eighty sponsored projects to reach their goals. Together, we hold a vision for a
vibrant and thriving community enriched by its people.

We want to mahalo you for all that you do and acknowledge that we are where we are today, because of YOU!

When the Center’s operations are supported, we are able to focus on the core of our mission, increasing the success
and sustainability of grassroots community projects that improve quality of life and impact nearly every member of our
community. In 2021, we were able to fundraise and distribute over $380,000 directly to community led projects that
support keiki, kupuna, art, culture, environmental stewardship, and much more.

Please join us in continuing to elevate these meaningful projects, and turn the page for more information on how your
support helped to make a difference in 2021!

Me ka ha‘aha‘a,
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NKCRC'’s Board of Directors and Staff at Jensel Merice Jose and Sydnie Marquez,
our 2021 Golf Tournament NKCRC'’s newest Youth Directors

GENEROSITY CHALLENGE

We recently received a generous donation of $12,500 from a community member and
we’d like to challenge you to help us double it with a recurring financial contribution to
keep the work of the Center alive. If this Generosity Challenge resonates with you, please go
online to start your recurring donation today. Recurring donations of $10 or more per month to
the Center’s operations will receive this limited edition Kohala hat as a mahalo!



202ENEW PROJECTS

We were pleased to welcome four community projects in 2021.

HEALTH AS PRIORITY- KOHALA
Has a mission to improve the health outcomes for Kohala families by expanding medical
professional career training, introducing mobile services, and serving as a health resource.

NORTH KOHAI A ARCHERY
Provides a safe and encouraging place for youth in our community to be a part of and
learn the skill and form of archery.

AT AS PRI N NORTH KOHALA NATIONAL GUARD ALUMNI
ha Recognizes the many veterans who served our nation honorably, and maintains and
stewards community monuments dedicated to the veterans.

PROTECT POLOLU

A community effort led by residents and lineal descendants to care for Polola Valley
and the surrounding natural and cultural resources. Learn more and take the virtual tour
at protectpololu.com

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

To view a full list of current projects, please visit our website.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP
Working to find solutions for increased housing for the community. To participate in their
community feedback survey, please visit homesforkohala.org.

BOND LIBRARY RESTORATION
Plans are set in motion for the restoration of the beloved historic Bond Library building
in Kapa‘au to begin in 2022.

FEED KOHALA/NKELG
In partnership with the Sacred Heart Food Basket, Feed Kohala provides produce and
protein for the food distribution every third Thursday of the month.

GIVE AND GROW DISCOVERY SCHOOL
Serves students weekly in an outdoor learning environment where they focus on
cultivating food in their giving garden to share with community.

HO‘OLA HONEY BEE RELOCATION
In 2021, Ho‘6la relocated 24 honey bee colonies from homes, businesses, and public
places in North Hawai‘i. Look out for new educational materials in 2022.

KES DISCOVERY GARDEN
Creates connections for students to intergrate hands on learning in the garden for a more
well rounded child and a healthy school community.

KOHAILA ARTISTS’ COOPERATIVE
The co-op gallery has remained open during the pandemic and features the art of its
current 36 members. Look for opportunities to participate in classes in the near future.

KOHALA CARES
Dedicated volunteers from Kohala Cares provide bags of groceries to community
members each Wednesday at 4:30 at the Kohala Village Hub.

KOHALA COQUI COALITION

Completing two years of funding in partnership with the State of Hawaii Department of
Agriculture and the County of Hawai‘i, the coalition continues eradication, but relies
heavily on community participation to keep infestations of coqui at a minimum.
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KOHALA RIDE WILD CLUB
Particpants learn horsemanship skills and perpetuare paniolo culture through an active
Pony Club, Rodeo Club and 4-H chapter.

KOHALA REUNION
Kohala ‘Aina Ha ‘aheo, Kohala Land of the Proud, is the theme for the 5th Kohala
Reunion scheduled for July 2-4, 2022 at Kamehameha Park.

KOHALA UNUPA‘A

In addition to ongoing ocean monitoring activities, Dreamstarter Clyson Marquez and ; s &
fellow Kohala Unupa‘a youth installed a native plant nursery during the 2021 Mauka to KOHALA UNUPA'A
Makai Summer Camp.

NA KUPUNA O KOHALA
A resilient hui that just wants to dance, Na Kiipuna o Kohala have been implementing
covid safe protocols to continue practicing hula.

NORTH KOHAILA GOLF PARK
Located inside Kamehameha Park, the 9-hole golf park is open to the public for safe,
physically distanced play and celebrates the installation of a new Disc Golf Course.

NORTH KOHALA GOLF PARK FEED KOHALA/NKELG KES DISCOVERY GARDEN
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2021 NEW DIRECTORS

We were excited to welcome new voices and perspectives to our board in 2021.

KYNAN KAWAI
Talent and Culture Manager, Fairmont Orchid

Born and raised in Kohala, Kynan graduated from
Kamehameha Schools Kea‘au in 2013 and went on

to earn a B.S. from Northern Arizona University’s
School of Hotel & Restaurant Management. In 2018, he
started his career at a luxury resort on the Kohala coast.
COVID19’s impact on the hospitality industry enabled
him to transition and to assist with the development and
implementation of food assistance programs throughout
North Kohala where he became familiar with NKCRC
and the good works of this grassroots organization.

ROSS PAGAT
Community School Manager, Partners in Development

Ross was born in Canada and raised in Kohala. His
parents Gilbert Pagat and Dena Soares contributed

and served in the Kohala community in education and
health fields. Ross is following in their footsteps as a
Community School Manager for Partners in Development
Foundation. He assists Kohala Elementary, Middle and
High School families who need resources and services.
With the COVID-19 pandemic he was able to help make
connections with different community partners to assist
with food distributions, internet access, appliances,
trauma, drug and alcohol recovery and child care services.

NATHAN TRUMP
General Manager, Island Harvest

Born and raised in Kohala, Nathan Trump graduated from
Kohala High School in 2010 before attending Wheaton
College where he received a degree in International
Relations. Nathan is the General Manager for Island
Harvest, a Kohala-based farming company focused on
macadamia production. Nathan returned home to Kohala
in 2015 and currently serves as the President of the
Hawaii Macadamia Nut Association.

YOUITH DIRECTORS

JENSEL MERICE JOSE
Freshman, Kohala High School

Jensel is a freshman attending Kohala High School. She
was born in the Philippines and came to Hawai‘i when
she was three years old. She is bilingual, speaking English
and Tagalog. She loves to play the piano and spend time
at the beach.

SYDNIE KAMALEI MARQUEZ
Freshman, Kohala High School

Sydnie is the daughter of Kepono Marquez and Sarah
Uehara. Born and raised here in Kohala, she is currently
a freshman at Kohala High School and participates in
extracurricular activities and sports. She has a strong
passion for the environment and the ocean, and most
importantly, loves this town and the people that live here.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kelly Ah Hee, President
Beth Bohn, Secretary
Kynan Kawai
Denni Keyes, Treasurer
Vicky Kometani, Vice President
Melanie Matsuda
Wendy Nickl
Ross Pagat
Nathan Trump

YOUTH DIRECTORS
Jensel Merice Jose
Sydnie Marquez

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Alida Adamek
Gino Amar
Chris Brown
Jessica Brown
Lani Bowman
Joe Carvalho
David Gomes
Chris Helmuth
Bob Martin
Dennis Matsuda
Amy Meyer-Sullivan
Kathy Matsuda
Faye Mitchell
Nani Svendsen
Kim Takata
Fran Woollard
Desiree Medeiros

STAFF
CO-DIRECTORS OF
OPER ATIONS
‘Ekela Kahuanui,
Admin Specialist
Michelle Kawai,
Finance Specialist
Leslie Nugent,
Program Specialist
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SPRING WORKSHOP
SERIES

Our workshop series is designed to help
organizers plan and sustain successful
community projects. This spring we’re

offering a five-part series including
Project Planning, Building Budgets,
Finding Funders, Writing Successful
Proposals, and a Master Proposal Review.
Workshops are free to organizers of
sponsored projects and will be held during
the month of May at the Center. For more
information or to register for classes,
please call or email us.

KA LALA ULU

The branches grow because of the trunk.

Ka Lala Ulu, NKCRC’s new Planned Giving
program, is a mechanism for donors to leave a
lasting legacy. A planned gift, arranged in the
present and allocated in the future allows donors
who are aligned with our history and values to
support our long term sustainability. Individuals
can give through a variety of modalities, which
in turn supports Kohala and its people. Contact
us to learn more.

Mahalo to our Individual, Business and
Foundation Donors in 2021.

BUSINESS DONORS 2021
Aikane Nursery

Aloha Man

As Hawi Turns

Bamboo Restaurant

Big Island Candies

Big Island Toyota

Blue Star Temple

Body Glove Cruises

Captain Zodiac Raft Expeditions
Chaba’s Joy Cafe

Clove Bud Art Studio

D-Lux Auto Detailing

De Luz Chevrolet

Deborah Thompson Art

Doug Lenhoff & Associates
Down To Earth Studio
Dragonheart Farms

Elements Jewelry & Crafts
Farm and Garden

Four Seasons Resort Hualalai
Fusion Salon

Garden Living Design

Hawaii Cigar and Ukulele
Hawai'i Foodservice Alliance
Hawai'i Lava Scones

Hawaii Pacific Brokers
Hawai’i Royal Hemp
Hawaiian Electric

Healthy Life Natural Wellness
Hinokawa Electric/Rod’s Repair
Ho’ola

HPM

Huggo’s

Isemoto Contracting Co.
Island Harvest

Island Style Grindz

Jack Hoyt, AIA

Jack’s Diving Locker

K & K Renewables

Kai "Eleu Designs

Kamehameha Pharmacy

Kapaau Veterinary Center

Kilauea Lodge & Restaurant

Killer Kona Tacos

Kohala Artists* Cooperative

Kohala Grown Market

Kohala Pacific Realty

Kohala Ride Wild Club

Kohala Tax LLC

Kohala UTV Adventures

Kona Brewing Company

Kona Glassbottom Boat

KSJ Creative Arts

KTA Superstore - Waimea

Kuleana Spirits

L. Zeidman Gallery

Lilikoi Cafe

Loe Academy Of Healing Arts

Lokahi Garden Sanctuary

Makani Golf Club

Mauna Kea and Westin Hapuna
Golf

Mauna Kea Beach Hotel

Mauna Lani, Auberge Resorts
Collection

Minnie’s

Nakahara Store

Nanea Golf Club

No Ka ‘Oi Treasures

Pahu Drum Hawaii

Paradise Postal Service

Patrick Hoy Contracting

Point Financial

Pomaika’i Cafe

Puakea Ranch

Punaluu Bake Shop

Pure Bliss

Quindembo Bamboo Nursery

Sightline Hospitality

Signature Auto Detail Hawaii

Spicy Ninja Sauce

Sunshine Hardware

Starbucks Coffee Company -
Parker Ranch

Takata Store

The Fairmont Orchid

The Hair Spectrum

The Westin Hapuna Beach
Resort

Tommy Bahama

Underdog Health Revolution

Vicki Jean Leather Design Co.

Waikoloa Beach & Kings’ Course

Waikoloa Village Golf Club

Wailea Beach Resort

Watterson Painting

Whale Crossing

FUNDING PARTNERS

IN 2021

AmazonSmile Foundation

Blackbaud Giving Fund

County of Hawaii - Dept. of R&D

County of Hawaii - Parks and
Recreation

County of Hawaii- District 9
Contingency Fund

County of Hawaii- County
Nonprofit Grant-in-Aid

Dorrance Family Foundation

Fidelity Charitable

Hawaii Community Foundation-
North Kohala Community

Resource Center Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
West Hawaii Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Hawaii Life Charitable Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Kuki’'o Community Fund

Hawaii Hotel Industry
Foundation

Hawaii Island United Way

Kohala Institute dba ‘lole
Stewardship Center

Kosasa Foundation

Mark Torrance Foundation

Medtronic

Nanea Foundation

Network For Good

NOAA, National Marine
Fisheries Service

PayPal Giving Fund

Phillips Living Trust

Pledgeling

Renaissance Charitable
Foundation - Propati Del
Ponte Charitable Fund

Running Strong Foundation for
American Indian Youth

Schwab Charitable Fund

The Russell Family Foundation

The William J. and Dorothy K.
O’Neill Foundation

USDA, Agricultural Marketing
Service

Vanguard Charitable

VMWare Foundation

Women'’s Sports Foundation
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INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY

DONORS 2021

Ana Abarca

Patrick and Alida Adamek

Richard Adamek

Oluwafimisayo Afolabi

Christopher and Leslie
Agorastos

Kelly Ah Hee

Amy Ahrens

Patricia Ako

Eila and Holly Algood

Carlos and Ester Alinan

Lincoln Anderson

Anonymous

Norman and Grace Arakaki

Terry Jean Arakaki

Mary Armstrong

Charles Von Arnswaldt

Meagan Arthur

Arcane Artiste

Deborah and Wedemeyer Au

Brenda Avery

Kathie Babben

Clarence Baber & Gail Byrne
Baber

Jone Bacinskaite

Brooke Bacon

Samantha lyn Bailey

Johanna Bard

Susan Barnes

Valerie Barnes

Madison Barton

Moses and Liz Bautista

Leanne & Don Belleville

Dawn Bennett

Laura Benz

Zoe Black

B. Blair

Ralph Blancato

Bill and Denise Blesso

Lauren Bode

Beth and Buddy Bohn

Karl and Beth Bohn

Lowell and Dana Bostrom

Kaleinani Bourke

Bonnie Bowen

Lani Bowman

Gabriella Boyle

Dr. James and Irma Brand

Janelle Bratten

Jean Demercer-Breese

Art Brochet

Jonathan Brooke

He ‘opu halau.

A house-like stomach.

A heart as big as a house. Said of a person who is kind, gracious, and hospitable. ‘Olelo No‘eau (869)
Pukui, Mary Kawena, ‘Olelo Noeau Hawaiian Proverbs and Poetical Sayings, Bishop Museum Press 2004

Alan and Erin Brown
Chris and Billie Brown
Lindsay Brown

Sean Browne

Samantha Buczeksmith
Rachel Buder

Mckenna Burdette

Fred Cachola

Anna Caffry

Megan Calcerano
Finnabair Callahan
Jessica Vizcarra-Calleros
Julia Cambra

Pete and Sara Cameron
Rocco and Linda Cappeto
Charlene Caravalho

Sario and Renate Caravalho

Stephen and Merrilee Carpenter

Elisa and Saturnino Carpio
Joseph And Marcia Carvalho
Allison Cash

Gary and Patricia Cassel
Tala Casterline

Anna Cecchettini

Kyrie Chamberlin

Patsy Ching

Eleanore Chong

Norman and Laura Chong
Warren Chong

Connie and Joe Chun
Casey Clark

Katherine Clark

Katherine Clark

Richard J. Cohen

Jason Cohn

Taylor Compton

Neal Conan

Elizabeth Cook

Janet and Jeffrey Cooke
Nan and Cole Cornelius
Patricia Coughlin

Susan Cox

James Craft

Edie Crawford

Leslie Hayes-Cullins
Suzanne Danziger

Kenna Davis

Susan Davis

Emma Deckers

Robert and Carol Defazio
Brittany Dengler

Peter and Susan Denman
Emily Dewitt

Claudia Dezulskis

Laura Dierks

Anne Dillon

Lehua Ah Sam and Ashton
Dircks

Alison Dodson

Leslie Doerr

Camille and Brian Dugan

Velenta Duncan

Sam Dunn

Margaret Dunphy

Jake and Hannah Eagle

Sheycee Edel

Montessa Edwards

Elyssa Enguancho

Edward and Sally Evans

Jamie Belmarez-Eversweet

Yngrid Feeney

Ellliott and Michelle Fein

Bea Feliciano

David and Connie Firestone

Genevieve Firestone

Virginia Flynn

A. Claire Forehand

Aliyah Fountain

Kayla Wright-Freeman

Zen and Iris Fujii

Raynette Fukui

Dan and Celina Fuller

Diane Fuller

Kelley Fuller

Laura La Gassa

Karen Gebarski

Mary Giannini

Marlena Giannone

Stef Giesbrecht

David Gomes

Maurine Gomes

Madeline Gonsalves

Charlie Gooch

David Eichner and Susan Grant

Elizabeth Grant

Connie Green

Dennis and Barbara Green
Joann and Eddie Green
Mary Lou Griesser
Corey Grimes

Gary Grisham

Noreen and Hiram Hagio
Terry and Joyce Hamada
Whitney Harvey
Margaux Hash

Chuck and Linda Hazen
Ryan Healey

Keely Hein

Kalani Heinicke and Evalani
Kawai

Jeannette Lent Hensel

Roslyn Hernandez

Gary and Caren Hisaoka

Stephen Hoffman

Steve Hoffman

James Hopkins

Shuangyi Hou

Nicolette Hubbard

Sarah Hughes

Skylar Hughes

Marc Hutchinson

Millard Waters I

Andrea Longpre and Susan Ince

Peter Isola

Larissa Ivanoff

Brannigan Jackson

Brooklynn Jerns

Nathan Johns

Abigail Jones

Nicole Jordan

Maya Joyce

Frank and Joan Caravalho Jr.

Gail C. Judd

Jana Kaholoa’a

Ekela and Keala Kahuanui

Ivory Kalber

Larry and Hiroko Kanda

Maile Kane

Kynan Kawai

Sumiko and James Kawasaki

Neala Kendall

Lynn and Paul Kenney

Don and Kerrill Kephart

Chasidie and Dansen Keyes

Denni and Dwayne Keyes

Nabiha Khalid

Suga Kim

Vivian |. Kim

Marc Kinoshita

Alison Kita

Joanna Knox

KHS Residential & Commercial
Construction 2 Class

John and Vicky Kometani

Brian Kurlansky

Frederick and Maureen
Langberg

Michaela Langer

Eleanor Laszlo

Joelle Laszlo

Amanda Lee

Chrystal Lee
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Doug and Patty Lenhoff

Linda Leonard

Melissa and Jan Levitan

Clarissa Leyva

Zoey Liu

William Longfellow

Oscar Lopez

Ronnie and Leonard Low

Thomas Lukins

Navroop Maan

Meghan Maddox

Mike Maddux

Analisa G Marcom

Anna Markiewicz

Elizabeth Markon

Pamela Marquez

Bob Martin and Karen Rosen

Robin Martin

Melanie Matsuda

Regan and Shoshana
Matsumura

Mel Pobre and Julie Mattson

Mark Maus

Elodia Le May

Sharae Mayssonett

Mele Maikalani McAllister

Tom and Julie McCue

Diane McHugh

JB Mcintosh

R. Campbell and Reba Mcintyre

John Mckinney

Bill and Toni McPeek

Joy and Riley Medeiros

Anny Medve

Michael and Elsbeth Meinardus

Connie Meltzer

Joan Menchetti

Leonie Meyer

Amanda Mileur

Theodore and Ipo Miller

Camryn Molbeck

Faheed Mollah

Robert Shoup and Liz Montague

Leighanna Montgomery

Bobi Moreno

Tom and Cindy Morse

Louise Mundstock

Yae Murai

Sid Nakamoto

Clyde Nakashima

Sara Nealy

Joe Ayer and Colleen Nevins

Darcy Nguyen

Wendy and Al Nickl

Victoria Nicklin

Sivan Nizan

D. Kinuko Noborikawa

Deborah Norman

Janice and Peter Nugent

Carla Orellana

Daniele Origuella

Aracelee Ortiz

Ida Osceola

Ross and Karisma Pagat

Brigitte Pajek

Daniela Palma

Justice Pang

Rodney and Karla Park

Doreen and Ernest Paro

Hayden Payne

Vincent Pena

Elizabeth Perez

William and Kwaj Perez

Catherine Perman

Toree Peters

Katherine Phillips

Tinka Piper

William Pollard

Larry Popkey and Orange
Cleghorn

Shea Prince

Joan Pruchniak

Joanna Pumple

Esteban and Moira Rabang

Asha Ramachandran

Charles and Patricia Raven

Zuard Renkey

Diane and Richard Revell

Jeffrey and Susan Richards

Christine Richardson

Charles and Frances Rieha

Ken and Julie Riff

Randy Ripley

Christina Rivera

Gaudelia and Fernando Rivera

Juanita Rivera

Emily Roberson

Maxwell Roberson

Beth Robinson

Kaia Rodeheaver

Lisa Roller

Sandie Rossi

Kristen Rothschild

Mavis Ruest

Karim Saidi

Clara Sales

Erin Sandler

Augustine and Brenda Santiago

Baer Sarkany

Giulia Sarro

Luciano Scardapane

Jennifer Schaffold

Robert Schoen

Will Schultze

Cathleen Schwartz

Chris Schwerzler

Mary Sellin

Dr. James and Joyce Shimokusu

Iwao and Linda Shimokusu

Katherine Sieu

Heather Simmons

Talya Sindel

Sarah Skaggs

Richard Slater

Amy Snidow

Alexandria Snow

Samantha Soares

Linda and Bruce Soll

Krystal Spaulding

Stacy Spilman

Sandra Springs

Raena and Janet Kahoopii Sr.

Colleen Standley

Alexander Star

Layne Staral

Jeff Steele

Randi Steingold

Anissa Sterner

Bonnie Stevenson

Carla Stoelting

Anne and Andrew Strawbridge

Teagan Struthers

John Sullivan and Amy Meyer-
Sullivan

Barbara Summerfield

Anthony Sun

Diane Swift

Greg Symington

Kim and Jerry Takata

Shiro Takata

Teri Takata

Annie Tanaka

Cassandra Tedesco

Karen Thomas

Cindy and Tommy Tinker

Ryan Tohara

Evan and Raynard Tolentino

Elizabeth and Noam Topaz

Kathie Pomeroy and Karl
Toubman

Doreen Trudeau

Nathan Trump

Bruce Tsuchida

Avery Turk

John Uhley

Calvin and Marsha Umamoto

Mary Valasek

Olivia Vangorden

Christina Vani

Lisa and Charles Velasquez

Audrey and Earl Veloria

Ashley Vescovi

Valis Vicentry

Kenz Vitasovich

Lena Voigt

Joe and Lynda Wallach

Keith and Doreen Wallis

Oma and Lawrence Walsh

Kirk Ward

Lorraine Warner

Deborah Imonti-Watson
Donald and Gail Watson
Ruby Weymouth

Elinor Widdows

Brad Wiley

Brooke Williams

Janice Williams

Jessica Williams

Rick Abbott and Hope Wing
Rachael Wingerd

Deborah and John Winter
Ty Knudson and Toni Withington
Katherine Woo

Destini Woodley

Lisa Yamamoto

Tarne Yamamoto

William and Laura Yamamoto
Michelle Yanakis

Donald Yee

Natalie Young

Savannah Young

Madeline Zamoyski

SAVE THE DATE

King Kamehameha Day
Celebration
June 11, 2022
Lei Draping and Parade

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name.
Please call the Center at 889-5523 to make any corrections. Mahalo!
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