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Ke aloha no! 
In 2020 we saw Kohala rise with incredible strength and resilience in the 
face of unexpected changes and loss. We feel inspired by the many ways our 
community joined together to take care of one another. 

Rooted in our mission to support successful community projects and met with 
generosity from donors, friends, and funding partners, we were able to respond 
to the demands of these uncertain times. We deepened our commitment to 
ensure that our projects had the resources they needed to navigate the many 
obstacles they faced.

Our projects pivoted in a variety of ways and with your support, the Center helped to raise over $647,500 in grants 
and donations for sponsored projects. We thank you for recognizing and encouraging the positive work of our project 
organizers. 

Our Board of Directors responded to the disruptive opportunities 2020 presented with courageous leadership. As 
Christine Richardson, our long-term and committed Executive Director stepped into retirement, the board welcomed 
a new Dynamic Leadership model. Our new team, ‘Ekela Kahuanui, Michelle Kawai, and Leslie Nugent serve as Co-
Directors of Operations with specialties in Administration, Finance, and Programs. 

We welcome you to learn more about this transition and stay current with the happenings at the Resource Center by 
taking a look at the Latest News on our website at www.northkohala.org. 

If you believe in the work of the Center and want to 
see our grassroots community efforts sustained, we 
invite you to join us as a contributor in 2021. It is your 
generous and loyal support that enables the Resource 
Center, and our projects, to thrive. 

 Me Ka Mahalo,

‘Ekela Kahuanui
Michelle Kawai
Leslie Nugent

Our mission is to support successful community projects that benefit North Kohala. 

spring 2021

Mahalo to all our board members who volunteer their valuable time 
and move our organization forward with A L O H A.

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

Providing Local Support, Bridges to Funding and  
Education for Projects that Benefit the Community

P.O. Box 519  
Hawi, Hawaii 96719

Address service requested

Tel 808 889-5523 
Fax 808 889-5527 
info@northkohala.org 
www.northkohala.org

ECWSS 
Box Holder 
Kapaau, HI 96755

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Hawi, HI 96719 

Permit No. 4

2020 NEW DIRECTOR
We were honored to welcome a new voice and perspective to our board in 2020.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kelly Ah Hee, Vice President

Beth Bohn, Secretary
Chris Brown
Kynan Kawai

Denni Keyes, Treasurer
Vicky Kometani, President

Melanie Matsuda
Wendy Nickl

Ross Pagat
Nathan Trump

YOUTH DIRECTORS
Morgan Davis

Sydney Wiernicki

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Alida Adamek

Gino Amar
Jessica Brown
Lani Bowman
Joe Carvalho
David Gomes

Chris Helmuth
Bob Martin

Dennis Matsuda
Amy Meyer-Sullivan

Kathy Matsuda
Faye Mitchell

Nani Svendsen
Kim Takata

Fran Woollard
Desiree Yamamoto

STAFF
CO-DIRECTORS OF 

OPERATIONS
‘Ekela Kahuanui, 

Admin Specialist
Michelle Kawai, 
Finance Specialist 
Leslie Nugent, 

Program Specialist

DENNI KEYES 
NKCRC Treasurer
Small Business Owner

Denni is a Kohala High School Class of 2003 
graduate. She has actively been a part of 
the community through school projects and 
organizations, church and religious initiatives, 
and sports and extracurricular activities. She has 
an array of professional and business experience 
from healthcare, hospitality, title and escrow and is 
currently an active licensed Realtor with Hawaii Life 
Real Estate Brokers. Previously serving as a staff 
member at NKCRC, Denni brings a diverse set of 
skills with precise attention to detail, solution focused 
thinking, and a warm, friendly personality to the 
Board of Directors.

GINO AMAR
A founding director serving on the Board since 
2002, Gino helped to craft and forward the Resource 
Center’s mission in our community.  His wisdom and 
insight are invaluable to us and we are privileged to 
have him as an Honorary Director. 

CHRISTINE RICHARDSON
Christine’s dedicated service to NKCRC over the 
past 17 years has been instrumental in building the 
strong foundation on which the Center stands today. 
She poured her heart and soul into the Center’s work 
and helped to make many dreams come true. We are 
deeply appreciative for her vision of a vibrant and 
thriving community.

KIM TAKATA
Kim joined our Board in 2009 and served as 
Secretary for many years. We will always appreciate 
her thoughtful care and active engagement with 
community projects. We are thankful to have her as 
an Honorary Director as she continues to support the 
center in many ways. 
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A HUI HOU
We are so fortunate to have had these beautiful community members as an integral 

part of our ‘ohana for so long.  Together they’ve accomplished so much for our little 
town of Kohala and we want them to know how much their work means to us.

SPRING WORKSHOP SERIES
Our workshop series is designed to help organizers plan and sustain 

successful community projects. This spring we’re offering a four-part series 
including Project Planning, Building Budgets, Finding Funders and  

Writing Successful Proposals. 
Workshops are free to organizers of sponsored projects and will be held at the 
Center with masks and social distancing in place. For more information or to 

register for future classes, please call the Center at 889-5523.



INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY 
DONORS 2020
Anonymous
William and Shirley Aaronson
Laurie Ackerman
Patrick and Alida Adamek
Richard Adamek
Dixie Adams
Jon and Dixie Adams
Kelly Ah Hee
Henry Ah Sam
Cynthia Aiona
Velda and Payton Akamu
Patricia Ako
John Geer and Anne Alcedo-Geer
Chris Alexander
Eila and Holly Algood
Carlos and Ester Alinan
Monique Allison
Elizabeth Andrews
Johanna Anton
Kensuke and Minako Arakaki
Norman and Grace Arakaki
Justine Stamen Arrillaga
Nancy and Neal Asai
Frank and Jan Asch
Aniela Atchison
Brooke Bacon
Kurt D and Kerrie Badertscher
Cathleen Bailey
Alexandra Baker
Charito Balaam
Valerie Barnes
Maria-Stella Batol
Moses and Liz Bautista
Neville Bayly
Trisha Becker
Lynn Beittel
Leanne & Don Belleville
Dawn Bennett
Jennifer Benz
Laura Benz
Tom Hollenbeck and Debi Bishop
Bill and Denise Blesso
Karl and Beth Bohn III
Jeffry Borror
Janine Bostock
Lowell and Dana Bostrom
Lani Bowman
Dennis Boyd
Thomas and Polly Bredt
Geoffrey Brelsford
Chris and Billie Brown
Paul Brown
Sean Browne
Ben and Elma Bruno
Cheshta and Ginger Buckley
Wes Brum
Fred Cachola
Shawn Calvo
Pete and Sara Cameron
Taylor Jamison
Linda Cappeto
Frank and Joan Caravalho, Jr.
Maile Caravalho
Mary Caravalho
Stephen and Merrilee Carpenter
Joseph and Marcia Carvalho
Edwin and Geri Castillo
Keith Victorino and Betty Cazimero
Tim
Julia Chabot
Chaba Chalker

Jocelyn Chang
Joan Channon
Alek Chen
Vanessa Chequer
Patsy Ching
Rhonda Ching
Elizabeth Chock
Gregory Christian
Peter Messmer and Elaine 

Christianson
Frank Cipriani
Claudia Cipriano
Nan and Cole Cornelius
Lorielle Crafton
Allyson Crawford
Shea Crawford
Bryan and Lei Cubangbang
Rick Cullis
Johannes Dankers
Alicia Davies
Bill and Barb Davis
Michael and Norma Davis
Robert and Carol DeFazio
Jean Demercer-Breese
Michelle DeMott
Peter and Susan Denman
Josh & Brooke Derby
Peter DeVries
Emily DeWitt
Cobey Doi
Cathleen Domanico
Anne Dressel
Robert and Sharon Drury
William Drury
Margaret Dunphy
Bernard B. and Delphine Duque, 

Sr.
Bob Dwyer
Jake and Hannah Eagle
Sarah Edwards
Catherine Egan
Rana Elling-Hwang
Jeff Devins and Linda Elliott
Anne Emanuels
Daniel England
Kim Enochs
Kira Escovar
Peter Evanovich
David Evans
Edward and Sally Evans
Nina and Steve Falcone
Ellliott and Michelle Fein
Bea Feliciano
Kathrine Finley
Genevieve Firestone
Kathryn Fletcher
Richard Footh
Ruth Footh
A. Claire Forehand
Michael Foreman
Zen  and  Iris Fujii
Laura Fujimoto
Heather Gallo
Lisa Gamundoy
Lanie Garcia
Elizabeth Garties and Victoria Paul
Darien Gee
Kendall Gentzen
Mary Giannini
Marlena Giannone
Gertrude Glory
Robert and Lorraine Glory, Sr.
Randee Golden

Maurine Gomes
Nicole Gomes
Madeline and Stanley Gonsalves
Charlie Gooch
Karen Good
Karen Goore
Cullen Goss
Eric Grabowski
Catherine Grant
David Eichner  and Susan Grant
Connie Green
Dennis and Barbara Green
JoAnn and Eddie Green
Stephen Green
Julia Gregson
Mary Lou Griesser
Katherine and Stephen Groves
Leonila and Maximo Guitang
Joshua Gumacal
Noreen and Hiram Hagio
Camille Halliwell
Terry  and Joyce Hamada
Austin Hartman
Patrick Hartman
Michael and Kathryn Hasselbring
Jolene Head
Steven and Yumiko Hedlund
Chris Helmuth
Jeannette Lent Hensel
Joyce McClure and Andrew 

Hertzfeld
Katie Hickey
Katherine & Keith Higa
Toni Hinds
Gary and Caren Hisaoka
Linda Petrucelli and Gary Hoff
Rosemarie Horcher
Anne Horey
Leslie Ann Horning
Robin Woodley and Jack Hoyt
Alice Hughes
Lauren Hunt
Julie Hunter
George Hutchinson
Andrea Longpre and Susan Ince
Lois Inman
Elroy and Renee Ito
Kristin Johnson
Leslie Johnson
Elisabeth Johnson McKee
Gail C. Judd
Doug Justice
Neisha and Janet Kahoopii, Sr.
Johnelle Kainoa
Claudia Kane
Maile Kane
Olin Kane
Rona Kaneshiro
Karuna Hub for the Heart
Patricia Ann Kassis
Daniel and Anne Kawaiaea
Eunice Kawamoto
Sumiko and James Kawasaki
William Kaye
Lynn and Paul Kenney
Don and Kerrill Kephart
Tom and Marsha Kerley
Christine Kessler
Suga Kim
Vivian L. Kim
Jack Kinkelaar
Marc Kinoshita
Kimberly Kiser

Alison Kita
Lisa Kittilsby
Michael Knox
John and Vicky Kometani
Allan and Leialoha Kondo
Laura La Gassa
Zoe Lam
Carol and Jules Laramee
Eleanor Laszlo
Joelle Laszlo
Olivia Lathrop
Loretta L. Lee
Randy J. Lee Pau
Melissa and Jan Levitan
Michele Lieberman
Emily Lightfoot
Susan Lightfoot
Caryl Lindamood
Catherine Lindsay
Marilyn Lippert
Odetta H. Lundstrom
Deborah Lyons
Nancy MacCormack
Mike Maddux
Renee Marcous Devine
Sophia Markstein
Pamela Marquez
Bob Martin
Burton Martin
Edward Martinek and Maria 

Serwonka
Celeste Martinez
Owen Mastalir
Kathleen and Ted Matsuda
Regan and Shoshana Matsumura
Mark Maus
Tom and Julie McCue
Margot Howell McFedries
Diane McHugh
JB McIntosh
R. Campbell and Reba McIntyre
Fiona Mckendry
John McKinney
Riley McMackin
Ronald and Cindy McMackin
Bill and Toni McPeek
Kelli Medeiros
Anny Medve
Michael and Elsbeth Meinardus
Joan Menchetti
John Sullivan and Amy Meyer-

Sullivan
Carl and Karen Miller
Lee and Julie Miller
Theodore and Ipo Miller
Rosanne Mitchell
Zisa Mondi
Carolyn Mondress
Paul Morgan
Nora Morgenstern
Diana Moriarty
Tom and Cindy Morse
Anne Moynahan
Rachelle Mozeleski
William Mueller
Abe Muldrow
Kelly Muldrow
Yae Murai
Kerridan Murphy
Claire Muskopf
Sid Nakamoto
Clyde Nakashima
Joe Ayer and Colleen Nevins

Al and Wendy Nickl
Lakme Nishie
D. Kinuko Noborikawa
Robert Morrison and Donna Oba
Traci Oberman
Wayne Ohta
Sharon Olson
Doreen and Ernest Paro
Amanda Patterson
Brooke Patterson
Lori Pearce
Vincent Pena
Robyn Perry
Sharene Philip
Peter Beemer
Matthew Piercy
Tinka Piper
Sophie Powell
Johnny Prehn
Kathleen Provazek
Joan Pruchniak
Vilma Quijada
Esteban and Moira Rabang
Joanne Ralston
Lisa Ramsey
Jessica Ramseyer
Lynnette Randerson
Charles and Patricia Raven
Michael Regan
Sakura Remsen
Zuard Renkey
Christine Richardson
Ken and Julie Riff
Ashley Rios
Gaudelia and Fernando Rivera
Juanita Rivera
John and Mary Jo Robel
Maggie Roberts
Tom Robey
Beth Robinson
Gary Robinson
Allison Rose
Jared Eaton and Patti Rose
Mildred Rosie, TTEE
Sandie Rossi
Ruth Rotstein
Madeline Rowe
Robert & Lydia Rutledge
Tami Ryan
Clara Sales
Augustine and Brenda Santiago
Emily Sarber
Birgit Saukkonen
Robyn Scarth
Bejamin Schlesier
Jennifer Schlesier
Max Schorr
Douglas Schulman
Kyleigh Schumacher
Aya Serikova
Mary Beth Shaddy
Tom and Chi Shaver
Mary Sherman
Iwao and Linda Shimokusu
Dr. and Mrs. James Shimokusu
Bill and Dawn Shontell
Heidi Simmersbach
Clark Jones and Robyn Skudlarek
Richard Slater

Diane Smith
Uilian and Harry Soares
Linda and Bruce Soll
Cheri Sproat
Elizabeth Squires
Elizabeth St. Mary
Kathleen Stack
Susan Stallcup
Julie Stapel
Greta Stednick
Jeff Steele
Chloe Stevens
Dr. and Mrs. Randy Stoddard
John and Amy Meyer Sullivan
Barbara Summerfield
Max Swinderman
Patricia Tadaki
Kim and Jerry Takata
Shiro Takata
Teri Takata
Annie Tanaka
Sherri Thal
Lynn Therrien
Barbara Thomson
Sharri & Robert Thornton
Ryan Tohara
Kathleen Toivola
Evan and Raynard Tolentino
Tutie Brennan
Elizabeth Topaz
Kathie Pomeroy and Karl Toubman
Lisa-Anne Tsuruda
Megan Ung
Shay Van Zandt
Chuck Vasilius
Jesse Vega-Frey
Audrey and Earl Veloria
Vipassana Hawaii
Melissa and Jordan Virtue
Emily Vose
Andrew Walker
Nathan Wallace
Joe and Lynda Wallach
Keith and Doreen Wallis
Oma and Lawrence Walsh
Lucia Wang
Edna Watanabe
Millard Waters II
Michelle Watson
Jean Welsh
Laura Welsh
Sarah Welsh
Magda Wesslund
Liana West
Brad Wiley
Cristeta Wiley
Ava Williams
Rick Abbott and Hope Wing
Deborah and John Winter
Gretchen Winters
Ty Knudson and Toni Withington
Janice Wizinowich
Kean Wong
Chase Worthen
Ethel Yamamoto
Wesley Yamamoto, Sr.
William and Laura Yamamoto
Donald Yee
Herb Yim

Cristina Yohon
Jeannette Young
Marin Young
Claude and Mary Jean Zinngrabe

BUSINESS DONORS 2020
Atlantis Adventures
Backroads
Bamboo Restaurant
Big Island Mechanical & 

Construction, LLC
Body Glove Cruises
BRIDGES Program
Chaba Thai Cuisine
Cielito Rooney Inc
Cohley Cares
Courtyard by Marriott King 

Kamehameha’s Kona Beach 
Hotel

Draper Design
Dynamic Health 101
Elements Jewelry & Crafts Inc
Fig’s Mix Plate
Flumin Kohala
Fred’s Contracting 
Global Training Center
Goodfellow Bros., Inc
Hawaii Community FCU
Hawaii Electric Light Co. Inc
Hawaii Food Service Alliance
Hawaii Forest & Trail/ Kohala 

Zipline
Hawaii Island Retreat
Hawaii Pacific Brokers, LLC
Hinokawa Electric LLC
Kohala Chiropractic
Island Harvest Inc
Just Macnuts LLC
Kahua Ranch Ltd
Kahua Pa’a Mua
Kapaau Veterinary Center
Keck Observatory
Kohala Carpet Cleaning
Kohala Grown Market
Kohala Food Hub
Kohala Ranch Community 

Association
KTA Super Stores
Kukio Community Association
Kuleana Spirits, Inc
Linda Pirri Fine Art
Lone Palm, Inc.
Luich Entersprises
Makalei Golf Club
Makani Golf Club
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
Mauna Lani Resort Operation
Mokuwai Piko Poi
Norman Sakai Farm & Ranch
Ohana Banana Farms
Omega Net Incorporated
Overflow Church
Paradise  Found Realty
Ponoholo Ranch Limited
Punalu’u Bake shop
Starbucks Coffee Company- 

Parker Ranch
Strems Store
Takata Store, Inc.

Thompson Art Studio
The Westin Hapuna Beach Resort
Waikoloa Beach & Kings’ Course
Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort 

& Spa
Waikoloa Village Golf Club
Watterson Painting
West Hawaii Concrete
Woodruff Hardware

FUNDING PARTNERS  
IN 2020
AmazonSmile Foundation
Atherton Family Foundation
Clark Realty, LLC Community 

Fund
Chamber of Commerce Hawaii - 

Business Pivot Grant Program
Cooke Foundation 
County of Hawaii - Council 

Contingency Funds 
County of Hawaii - Coronavirus 

Relief Fund Grant
County of Hawaii - Dept of Liquor 

Control
County of Hawaii - Dept of R&D 

Product Enrichment Grant
County of Hawaii - Mayor’s Office
County of Hawaii - Nonprofit Grant
County of Hawaii - Parks and 

Recreation
Dorrance Family Foundation
Fidelity Charitable
First Hawaiian Bank Foundation
First Nations Development 

Institute
Friends of Hawaii Charities, Inc.
Greater Tacoma Community 

Foundation
Hawaii Community Foundation
Hawaii Community Foundation- 

Hapa Fund
Hawaii Community Foundation-

Kuki’o Community Fund
HPM Building Supply Foundation
Ironman Foundation, Inc
Jyotis Seeds For Change 

Foundation
Kohala High School 21st CCLC
Kosasa Foundation
KUPU
Matson Hawaii Island
Nanea Foundation
Network For Good
NOAA, National Marine Fisheries 

Service
Nonprofits Insurance Alliance
Running Strong Foundation for 

American Indian Youth 
The Glickenhaus Foundation
The Healy Foundation
The Russell Family Foundation
The Will J. Reid Foundation/ 

Kalopi Ranch
The William J. and Dorothy K. 

O’Neill Foundation, Inc.
Visitor’s Charity Walk 
Wakerly Family Foundation

We are grateful for ALL our donors. Mahalo to our Individual, Business and Foundation Donors in 2020.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name.  
Please call the Center at 889-5523 to make any corrections. Mahalo!

2020 Completed Projects
We congratulate the following organizations that have obtained their own  

501(c)3 non-profit status. Although they have completed their projects at NKCRC,  
they continue their good work in our community.

HAWAII INSTITUE OF PACIFIC AGRICULTURE – sponsored in 2008 
KOHALA EQUINE EDUCATION CENTER – sponsored in 2008 
KOHALA HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUB – sponsored in 2004
KOKOLULU CANCER RETREAT – sponsored in 2007 
ROOTS SK8 PARK – sponsored in 2007

The following projects have been completed and have joined under the umbrella of the  
Kohala Artists’ Cooperative.

KENJI’S ROOM – sponsored in 2008
NOKO THEATRE – sponsored in 2011

 GIVE AND GROW DISCOVERY SCHOOL

KOHALA ‘OHANA SUPPORT AND  
WELLNESS INITIATIVE

KOHALA CARES

MALCOLM DAVIS MEMORIAL FUND
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Project Highlight
FEED KOHALA 
Feed Kohala Initiative launched under the project, North Kohala Eat Locally Grown. In 
response to COVID-19, Feed Kohala provided food assistance to families and kūpuna 
while directly supporting local agricultural production. With support from over 40 
community volunteers, 50 community donors, seven foundations, numerous businesses 
and many community partners Feed Kohala was able to:
	 •	 Prepare	and	deliver	hot	and	frozen	meals	to	125	kūpuna	each	week	for	8	months.
 • Provide 350 families local produce, proteins and value-added products every other  
	 	 week	for	15	weeks.
 • Distribute fresh produce to 2,500 individuals through the Sacred Heart Food  
  Basket.
 • Provide local meat to the St Augustine’s Community Meal serving over 1,200  
  individuals.
	 •	 Purchase	from	over	50	agricultural	and	value-added	producers	on	Hawai‘i	Island.

MAHALO NUI FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

2020 new projects
We were pleased to welcome these six new community projects that were approved for  

fiscal sponsorship by our Board of Directors in 2020.

GIVE AND GROW DISCOVERY SCHOOL
An outdoor educational program that offers children opportunities to discover their unique 
gifts through nature-based practices, community service, and skill building.

KAKO‘O 
A program that engages Kohala youth in hands-on skill building and hosts experiential 
learning opportunities for veterans.

KOHALA CARES 
A weekly food drive providing supplementary food assistance to Kohala residents in need.

KOHALA ‘OHANA SUPPORT AND WELLNESS INITIATIVE  
A collaborative effort of community members formed to address the growing need to support 
families of Kohala students.

MALCOLM DAVIS MEMORIAL FUND  
Created to honor the life and legacy of Malcom Davis, a former Youth Director at NKCRC, 
with the intention of establishing a foundation in his name.

ROGUE PANDA FARMS  
Strives to bridge the gap in food supply while ensuring that farmers are invested in growing 
food to meet the needs of our community.

ROGUE PANDA FARMS
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Kapaau Veterinary Center
Keck Observatory
Kohala Carpet Cleaning
Kohala Grown Market
Kohala Food Hub
Kohala Ranch Community 

Association
KTA Super Stores
Kukio Community Association
Kuleana Spirits, Inc
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Takata Store, Inc.

Thompson Art Studio
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Watterson Painting
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AmazonSmile Foundation
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Chamber of Commerce Hawaii - 

Business Pivot Grant Program
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Relief Fund Grant
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Control
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The Russell Family Foundation
The Will J. Reid Foundation/ 
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We are grateful for ALL our donors. Mahalo to our Individual, Business and Foundation Donors in 2020.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name.  
Please call the Center at 889-5523 to make any corrections. Mahalo!

2020 Completed Projects
We congratulate the following organizations that have obtained their own  

501(c)3 non-profit status. Although they have completed their projects at NKCRC,  
they continue their good work in our community.

HAWAII INSTITUE OF PACIFIC AGRICULTURE – sponsored in 2008 
KOHALA EQUINE EDUCATION CENTER – sponsored in 2008 
KOHALA HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUB – sponsored in 2004
KOKOLULU CANCER RETREAT – sponsored in 2007 
ROOTS SK8 PARK – sponsored in 2007

The following projects have been completed and have joined under the umbrella of the  
Kohala Artists’ Cooperative.

KENJI’S ROOM – sponsored in 2008
NOKO THEATRE – sponsored in 2011
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Project Highlight
FEED KOHALA 
Feed Kohala Initiative launched under the project, North Kohala Eat Locally Grown. In 
response to COVID-19, Feed Kohala provided food assistance to families and kūpuna 
while directly supporting local agricultural production. With support from over 40 
community volunteers, 50 community donors, seven foundations, numerous businesses 
and many community partners Feed Kohala was able to:
	 •	 Prepare	and	deliver	hot	and	frozen	meals	to	125	kūpuna	each	week	for	8	months.
 • Provide 350 families local produce, proteins and value-added products every other  
	 	 week	for	15	weeks.
 • Distribute fresh produce to 2,500 individuals through the Sacred Heart Food  
  Basket.
 • Provide local meat to the St Augustine’s Community Meal serving over 1,200  
  individuals.
	 •	 Purchase	from	over	50	agricultural	and	value-added	producers	on	Hawai‘i	Island.

MAHALO NUI FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

2020 new projects
We were pleased to welcome these six new community projects that were approved for  

fiscal sponsorship by our Board of Directors in 2020.

GIVE AND GROW DISCOVERY SCHOOL
An outdoor educational program that offers children opportunities to discover their unique 
gifts through nature-based practices, community service, and skill building.

KAKO‘O 
A program that engages Kohala youth in hands-on skill building and hosts experiential 
learning opportunities for veterans.

KOHALA CARES 
A weekly food drive providing supplementary food assistance to Kohala residents in need.

KOHALA ‘OHANA SUPPORT AND WELLNESS INITIATIVE  
A collaborative effort of community members formed to address the growing need to support 
families of Kohala students.

MALCOLM DAVIS MEMORIAL FUND  
Created to honor the life and legacy of Malcom Davis, a former Youth Director at NKCRC, 
with the intention of establishing a foundation in his name.

ROGUE PANDA FARMS  
Strives to bridge the gap in food supply while ensuring that farmers are invested in growing 
food to meet the needs of our community.

ROGUE PANDA FARMS
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We are grateful for ALL our donors. Mahalo to our Individual, Business and Foundation Donors in 2020.

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name.  
Please call the Center at 889-5523 to make any corrections. Mahalo!

2020 Completed Projects
We congratulate the following organizations that have obtained their own  

501(c)3 non-profit status. Although they have completed their projects at NKCRC,  
they continue their good work in our community.

HAWAII INSTITUE OF PACIFIC AGRICULTURE – sponsored in 2008 
KOHALA EQUINE EDUCATION CENTER – sponsored in 2008 
KOHALA HAWAIIAN CIVIC CLUB – sponsored in 2004
KOKOLULU CANCER RETREAT – sponsored in 2007 
ROOTS SK8 PARK – sponsored in 2007

The following projects have been completed and have joined under the umbrella of the  
Kohala Artists’ Cooperative.

KENJI’S ROOM – sponsored in 2008
NOKO THEATRE – sponsored in 2011
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Project Highlight
FEED KOHALA 
Feed Kohala Initiative launched under the project, North Kohala Eat Locally Grown. In 
response to COVID-19, Feed Kohala provided food assistance to families and kūpuna 
while directly supporting local agricultural production. With support from over 40 
community volunteers, 50 community donors, seven foundations, numerous businesses 
and many community partners Feed Kohala was able to:
	 •	 Prepare	and	deliver	hot	and	frozen	meals	to	125	kūpuna	each	week	for	8	months.
 • Provide 350 families local produce, proteins and value-added products every other  
	 	 week	for	15	weeks.
 • Distribute fresh produce to 2,500 individuals through the Sacred Heart Food  
  Basket.
 • Provide local meat to the St Augustine’s Community Meal serving over 1,200  
  individuals.
	 •	 Purchase	from	over	50	agricultural	and	value-added	producers	on	Hawai‘i	Island.

MAHALO NUI FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

2020 new projects
We were pleased to welcome these six new community projects that were approved for  

fiscal sponsorship by our Board of Directors in 2020.

GIVE AND GROW DISCOVERY SCHOOL
An outdoor educational program that offers children opportunities to discover their unique 
gifts through nature-based practices, community service, and skill building.

KAKO‘O 
A program that engages Kohala youth in hands-on skill building and hosts experiential 
learning opportunities for veterans.

KOHALA CARES 
A weekly food drive providing supplementary food assistance to Kohala residents in need.

KOHALA ‘OHANA SUPPORT AND WELLNESS INITIATIVE  
A collaborative effort of community members formed to address the growing need to support 
families of Kohala students.

MALCOLM DAVIS MEMORIAL FUND  
Created to honor the life and legacy of Malcom Davis, a former Youth Director at NKCRC, 
with the intention of establishing a foundation in his name.

ROGUE PANDA FARMS  
Strives to bridge the gap in food supply while ensuring that farmers are invested in growing 
food to meet the needs of our community.

ROGUE PANDA FARMS
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Ke aloha no! 
In 2020 we saw Kohala rise with incredible strength and resilience in the 
face of unexpected changes and loss. We feel inspired by the many ways our 
community joined together to take care of one another. 

Rooted in our mission to support successful community projects and met with 
generosity from donors, friends, and funding partners, we were able to respond 
to the demands of these uncertain times. We deepened our commitment to 
ensure that our projects had the resources they needed to navigate the many 
obstacles they faced.

Our projects pivoted in a variety of ways and with your support, the Center helped to raise over $647,500 in grants 
and donations for sponsored projects. We thank you for recognizing and encouraging the positive work of our project 
organizers. 

Our Board of Directors responded to the disruptive opportunities 2020 presented with courageous leadership. As 
Christine Richardson, our long-term and committed Executive Director stepped into retirement, the board welcomed 
a new Dynamic Leadership model. Our new team, ‘Ekela Kahuanui, Michelle Kawai, and Leslie Nugent serve as Co-
Directors of Operations with specialties in Administration, Finance, and Programs. 

We welcome you to learn more about this transition and stay current with the happenings at the Resource Center by 
taking a look at the Latest News on our website at www.northkohala.org. 

If you believe in the work of the Center and want to 
see our grassroots community efforts sustained, we 
invite you to join us as a contributor in 2021. It is your 
generous and loyal support that enables the Resource 
Center, and our projects, to thrive. 

 Me Ka Mahalo,

‘Ekela Kahuanui
Michelle Kawai
Leslie Nugent

Our mission is to support successful community projects that benefit North Kohala. 

spring 2021

Mahalo to all our board members who volunteer their valuable time 
and move our organization forward with A L O H A.

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

Providing Local Support, Bridges to Funding and  
Education for Projects that Benefit the Community

P.O. Box 519  
Hawi, Hawaii 96719

Address service requested

Tel 808 889-5523 
Fax 808 889-5527 
info@northkohala.org 
www.northkohala.org
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2020 NEW DIRECTOR
We were honored to welcome a new voice and perspective to our board in 2020.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kelly Ah Hee, Vice President

Beth Bohn, Secretary
Chris Brown
Kynan Kawai

Denni Keyes, Treasurer
Vicky Kometani, President

Melanie Matsuda
Wendy Nickl

Ross Pagat
Nathan Trump

YOUTH DIRECTORS
Morgan Davis

Sydney Wiernicki

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Alida Adamek

Gino Amar
Jessica Brown
Lani Bowman
Joe Carvalho
David Gomes

Chris Helmuth
Bob Martin

Dennis Matsuda
Amy Meyer-Sullivan

Kathy Matsuda
Faye Mitchell

Nani Svendsen
Kim Takata

Fran Woollard
Desiree Yamamoto

STAFF
CO-DIRECTORS OF 

OPERATIONS
‘Ekela Kahuanui, 

Admin Specialist
Michelle Kawai, 
Finance Specialist 
Leslie Nugent, 

Program Specialist

DENNI KEYES 
NKCRC Treasurer
Small Business Owner

Denni is a Kohala High School Class of 2003 
graduate. She has actively been a part of 
the community through school projects and 
organizations, church and religious initiatives, 
and sports and extracurricular activities. She has 
an array of professional and business experience 
from healthcare, hospitality, title and escrow and is 
currently an active licensed Realtor with Hawaii Life 
Real Estate Brokers. Previously serving as a staff 
member at NKCRC, Denni brings a diverse set of 
skills with precise attention to detail, solution focused 
thinking, and a warm, friendly personality to the 
Board of Directors.

GINO AMAR
A founding director serving on the Board since 
2002, Gino helped to craft and forward the Resource 
Center’s mission in our community.  His wisdom and 
insight are invaluable to us and we are privileged to 
have him as an Honorary Director. 

CHRISTINE RICHARDSON
Christine’s dedicated service to NKCRC over the 
past 17 years has been instrumental in building the 
strong foundation on which the Center stands today. 
She poured her heart and soul into the Center’s work 
and helped to make many dreams come true. We are 
deeply appreciative for her vision of a vibrant and 
thriving community.

KIM TAKATA
Kim joined our Board in 2009 and served as 
Secretary for many years. We will always appreciate 
her thoughtful care and active engagement with 
community projects. We are thankful to have her as 
an Honorary Director as she continues to support the 
center in many ways. 
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A HUI HOU
We are so fortunate to have had these beautiful community members as an integral 

part of our ‘ohana for so long.  Together they’ve accomplished so much for our little 
town of Kohala and we want them to know how much their work means to us.

SPRING WORKSHOP SERIES
Our workshop series is designed to help organizers plan and sustain 

successful community projects. This spring we’re offering a four-part series 
including Project Planning, Building Budgets, Finding Funders and  

Writing Successful Proposals. 
Workshops are free to organizers of sponsored projects and will be held at the 
Center with masks and social distancing in place. For more information or to 

register for future classes, please call the Center at 889-5523.


