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A message from our Board president, Vicky Kometani …. 
Aloha, 
More than 18 years ago, NKCRC was founded from one man’s forward-thinking vision based on 
conversations and observations of hard working community volunteers. He saw that our community 
could better thrive and impact change if meaningful projects were under one non-profit umbrella. 
Bob Martin knew that the power of many far outweighs the power of one. Today, more than 85 projects 
ranging from school-based, to agriculture, music, environment and our kupuna are supported via the 
administrative, financial and grant-seeking services of NKCRC.
A skeletal staff of three, Executive Director Christine Richardson, Associate Director Leslie Nugent and 
Administrative Assistant Denni Keyes perform yeoman’s duties to help ensure each project’s and the 
Center’s success.
A dedicated Board of Directors comprised of community members and four student directors meets 
monthly to review new project applications, finances and fundraising. None of this would be possible without the support of our 
North Kohala community and donors far and wide.
As we embark on 2020, we all thank you for your past support and urge your continued support of this highly impactful organization.
Mahalo,

Vicky Kometani

Our mission is to support successful community projects that benefit North Kohala. 
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Tee it up for Big Impact!

New Directors 2019
We are honored to welcome these dedicated and engaged community 
members to our Board of Directors. We look forward to the value and 
enrichment their presence will bring to our organization. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Kelly Ah Hee 

Gino Amar, Treasurer 
Beth Bohn, Secretary

Chris Brown, Vice President
Michelle Kawai

Vicky Kometani, President
Melanie Matsuda

Wendy Nickl
Kim Takata

YOUTH DIRECTORS
Morgan Davis

Kaya-Lee Galan
Grace Todd

Sydney Wiernecki

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Alida Adamek
Jessica Brown
Lani Bowman
Joe Carvalho
David Gomes

Chris Helmuth
Bob Martin

Dennis Matsuda
Amy Meyer-Sullivan

Kathy Matsuda
Faye Mitchell

Nani Svendsen
Fran Woollard

Desiree Yamamoto

STAFF
Christine Richardson, 

Executive Director
Leslie Nugent, Associate Director
Denni Keyes, Executive Assistant

Kelly Ah Hee 
General Manager
Kelly graduated from Kohala High School in 1998 
and went on to earn his BA in Economics from the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas. Currently, he brings 
his valuable and diverse skillset to his role as the 
General Manager of Security and Landscaping for 
NAH Security Services. In addition to enjoying quality 
time with his family, Kelly finds meaning through his 
volunteer service at various community events. 

Beth Bohn
Small Business Owner
A graduate of Punahou School and Lewis and Clark 
College Beth spent 30 years in the hospitality industry 
in Hawaii and beyond. She is an active member in the 
North Hawaii chapter of 100 Women Who Care, and 
a Director for the group Remember Thru Music. Beth 
enjoys participating in the Hawaiian arts of lauhala 
weaving and lei making, as well a spending time in the 
ocean.  

Melanie Matsuda
Kohala Elementary School Teacher 
Born and raised here in North Kohala, Melanie is a 
Kohala High School alum who received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Education from UH Manoa. 
After 9 years of being away from home, Melanie 
graciously made the decision to come back to Kohala 
to teach where she went to elementary school.  She 
always knew she wanted to give back to the precious 
community that helped raise her. Talk about full circle!  

Sydney Wiernicki 
Youth Director – Kohala High School 
Sydney Wiernicki is a member of Kohala High School 
Class of 2021. She enjoys swimming at the beach, 
riding horses, and prefers dogs over cats. She grew up in  
North Kohala and is proud to say that she is a result of 
what our amazing community has to offer. One of her 
goals is to provide the upcoming keiki in our town with 
even more opportunities than she had

Grace Todd
Youth Director- Kohala High School 
Grace Todd is a junior at Kohala High School, member 
of the Student Council, the School Community 
Council as well as multiple planning committees. 
Outside of school, she performs as a member of the 
Kahilu Theater Youth Troupe and conducts research as 
a Mauna Kea Scholar. She hopes to positively influence 
the community by standing as a voice for the youth and 
young adults of Kohala. 
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Have you considered a 

Legacy Gift?

By making a gift in your will or trust to 

NKCRC, you will add to North Kohala’s 

Legacy of Giving and ensure the future of the 

Resource Center’s work.  

For more 

information, 

please call 

Christine at 889-5523

FEBRUARY 2020

Mark your 
calendars for 
NKCRC’s 3rd 
Annual Golf 
Tournament 
on Saturday, 
March 14, 2020 
at the Hapuna 
Golf Course. 
Please call, stop 
by the Center 
or register online at www.northkohala.org by 
March 10. Mahalo to all our players, sponsors and 
community members who contribute to making 
this fundraising event a great success in support of 
the Center!



INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY 
DONORS 2019
Anonymous 14
Laurie Ackerman
Yesan and Gary Ackerman
Gus Acosta
Alida and Pat Adamek
Richard Adamek
Kelly Ah Hee
Cynthia Aiona
Patricia and Clarence Ako
Terry Jean Arakaki
Eila and Holly Algood
Carlos and Ester Alinan
Gino and Michele Amar
William Ames
Norman and Grace Arakaki
Lisa Ebrahimi and Aaron 

Sienkiewicz
Nancy and Neal Asai
Darlene Badua
Karen Bail
Cathleen Bailey
Joan Channon
Johanna Bard
Susan Barnes
Barbara J. Battaglia
Moses and Liz Bautista
Laura Benz
Hunter Beyer
Clinton Blount
Karl and Beth Bohn III
Jeffry Borror
Lowell and Dana Bostrom
Sarah Brekke
Tiana Blaisdell
Jessica Brogan
Beverly and Michael Brovsky
Alan Brown
Chris and Billie Brown
Paul Brown
Sean Browne
Ben and Elma Bruno
Laura Burkhart
Fred Cachola
Pete and Sara Cameron
Frank and Joan Caravalho, Jr.
Sario and Renate Caravalho
Timothy Cardella
Stephen and Merrilee Carpenter
Michal Carrillo
Salvacion Castillo
Sandra Cestari
Jade Ching
Patsy Ching
Rhonda Ching
Peter Messmer and Elaine 

Christianson
Connie and Joe Chun
Gloria Clark
Kenneth and Deborah Clark
Rick Cohen
Nan and Cole Cornelius
Deborah Cravatta
Mike and Leslie Cullins
Peter Curry
Bill and Barb Davis
Robert and Carol DeFazio
Jean Demercer-Breeze
Peter and Susan Denman
Emily DeWitt
Bernard B. and Delphine Duque, 

Sr.

Melanie Lee and John Enloe
Brad and Pam Estabilio
Kirk and Lani Eubank
Edward and Sally Evans
Peter Evanovich
Jared and Patricia Eaton
David and Connie Firestone
Cindy Evans
Edward and Sally Evans
A. Claire Forehand
Ellliott and Michelle Fein
Prakash Flynn
Michael Foley
David and Carol Fuertes
Eric and Kyoko Fujii
Alan Gartenhais and Rhoady 

Lee III
Giovanna Gherardi
Mary Giannini
Michael and Kathryn 

Hasselbring
Glenn Morello
Robert and Lorraine Glory, Sr.
Maurine Gomes
Madeline and Stanley 

Gonsalves
Charlie Gooch
David Eichner  and Susan Grant
Dennis and Barbara Green
Joannne and Eddie Green
Mary Lou Griesser
Gary Grisham
Katherine and Stephen Groves
Jim Haley
Terry  and Joyce Hamada
Michael and Kathryn 

Hasselbring
Jean Sunderland and Robert 

Watkins
Jeannette Lent Hensel
Joyce McClure and Andrew 

Hertzfeld
David Givens
Gary and Caren Hisaoka
Linda Petrucelli and Gary Hoff
Robin Woodley and Jack Hoyt
Pamela Huggins
Michael Fujimoto and Anna 

Espaniola
Elroy and Renee Ito
Carlina and Clemente Juan
Doug Justice
Neisha and Janet Kahoopii, Sr.
Nicole Pasalo
Johnelle Kainoa
Maile Kane
Melissa Hicks, D.V.M.
Debra McGee
Masa and Eunice Kawamoto
Sumiko and James Kawasaki
John and Hope Keawe
Kathleen Kelsay
Don and Kerrill Kephart
Bob Keys
Suga Kim
Vivian L. Kim
Alison Kita
Dr. Johnny Roberts
Karen Rosen
Dr. Jochen Madeisky
Qihong Wang
John and Vicky Kometani
Frederick and Maureen 

Langberg
Eleanor Laszlo
Joelle Laszlo
Elodia Le May
Holly Lenander
Mark Leroy
Melissa Levitan
Clinton Lewe-Song
Catherine Lindsay
Kalei and Ilima Livingston
Elizabeth Markon
Bob Martin
Scott and Karen Martin
Melanie Matsuda
Joe Matza
Caroline McCloy
Tom and Julie McCue
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JB McIntosh
Bill and Toni McPeek
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Joan Menchetti
John Sullivan and Amy Meyer-

Sullivan
Carl and Karen Miller
Lee and Julie Miller
Tomie Miyashiro
Denya Moitoza-Yates
Zisa Mondi
Carolyn Mondress
Robert Shoup  and Liz 

Montague
Thomas Moore
Cathy Morgan and John 

Standard
Tom and Cindy Morse
Yae Murai
Norman & Kelly Ah Hee
Richard and Mary Rose 

Nakahara
JB McIntosh
Sid Nakamoto
Linda Nauman
Joe Ayer and Colleen Nevins
Al and Wendy Nickl
Lakme Nishie
Kathryn Miller
D. Kinuko Noboriokawa
Suzanne Oliberos
Rodney and Karla Park
Doreen and Ernest Paro
Robbin Peach
Janet and John Pelmulder
William K. Perez, Jr.
Robert Glory, Jr.
Cynthia Potter
John McArdle and Carol 

Prescott
John McArdle and Carol 

Prescott
Christie Cash
Esteban and Moira Rabang
Esteban and Moira Rabang
Patrick Rankin
Michael Regan
Mike and Patty Repucci
Diane and Richard Revell
Alan and Christine Masters-

Ribakoff
Christine Richardson
Mollie M. Richardson

Ken and Julie Riff
Beth Robinson
John and Mary Jo Robel
Augustin Rojas
Bill Graham and Julia Rooney
Hanneli Root
Jared Eaton and Patti Rose
Karen Rosen
Sandie Rossi
Jacqueline Malia Rozetta
Lori Ann Ryan
Dory and John Ryskamp
Clara Sales
Karen Sanders
Augustine and Brenda Santiago
Doug Sensenig
Carolyn Sharaway
Mary Sherman
Dr. and Mrs. James Shimokusu
Richard Slater
Marty Smith
Linda and Bruce Soll
Sandra Spring
Alexander Star
Steve Hurwitz
Dr. and Mrs. Randy Stoddard
Jeff Steele and Rebecca Miller
Anne and Andrew Strawbridge
Toivo and Frances Suurkask
Kim and Jerry Takata
Shiro Takata
Sheri Thal
Cindy Smith and Tommy Tinker
Ryan Tohara
Evan and Raynard Tolentino
Kathie Pomeroy and Karl 

Toubman
Hazel and Louis Troche
Bruce Tsuchida
Calvin and Marsha Umamoto
Chuck Vasilius
Audrey and Earl Veloria
Joe and Lynda Wallach
Keith and Doreen Wallis
Oma and Lawrence Walsh
Lucille Wang
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Millard Waters II
John and Rose Mae Watterson
Jesse Wells
Brad Wiley
Deborah and John Winter
Ty Knudson and Toni Withington
Ethel Yamamoto
Tarne Yamamoto
William and Laura Yamamoto
Herb Yim

BUSINESS DONORS 2019
Accounting Plus
Ackerman Galleries LLC #2
Yesan and Gary Ackerman
Aikane Nursery
Eila and Holly Algood
Aloha Man
AmazonSmile Foundation
As Hawi Turns
Atlantis Adventures
ATV Outfitters Hawaii, Ltd
Bamboo Restaurant
Bank of Hawaii
Big Island Gravity LLC
Body Glove Cruises

Beth Bohn, Artist
Brio Beauty
Carla Orellana- Certified Yoga 

Therapist
Chaba Thai Cuisine
Cullins Plumbing & Fire 

Protection
E-Scape Enterprises
Elements
Elements
Cindy Evans
Fairmont Orchid
Farm and Garden, Inc
Flumin Kohala
Foster’s Kitchen
Glenn Morello Photographer
David Eichner  and Susan Grant
Jim Haley
Hawaii Community Foundation 

- Environmental Funders 
Group

Hawaii Forest & Trail/ Kohala 
Zipline

Hawaii Island Retreat
Healthways II
Hilton Waikoloa Village
Ho’ola
Gary Hoff
HPM Building Supply 

Foundation
Huggo’s
Hula Moon Boutique
Jack’s Diving Locker
Kai `Eleu Designs
Kapaau Veterinary Center
Kapohokine Adventures, LLC
Kathie’s Skin Care Studio
King’s View Cafe - Ackerman 

Galleries LLC #3
Kingsland Resort by Hilton 

Grand Vacations Club
Kohala Chiropractic
Kohala Coffee Mill
Kohala Dental Center
Kohala Grown Market
Kohala L & L Inc.
Kohala Village Inn
Kristi Kranz Silks
Kuleana Spirits, Inc
Lehua Jewelers
Margie Kaiser Massage Studio
Manago Hotel
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
Julie McCue
Merriman’s Restaurant
Cathy Morgan, Artist
NAH Security Services, Inc.
Nakahara Stores, Inc.
Nanea Golf Club, INC
Napua at Mauna Lani Beach 

Club
Network For Good
Olivia Clare Boutique
Pineapple Blush Boutique
Pomaika’i Cafe
Puakea Ranch
Rankin Fine Art Gallery

Julia Rooney, Artist
Royal Kona Resort
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Sansei Seafood, Steak & Sushi 

Bar
Spicy Ninja Sauce
Solutions Team
Steve Hurwitz, Inc.
Sunshine Hardware
Sushi Rock / Trio
Toivo and Frances Suurkask
Takata Store, Inc.
The Westin Hapuna Beach 

Resort
Tommy Bahama
Waikoloa Beach & Kings’ 

Course
Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort 

& Spa
Waimea Ocean Film Festival
Watterson Painting
Whale Crossing
Wishard Gallery

FUNDING PARTNERS  
SINCE 2002
ABC Stores
AmazonSmile Foundation
Ananda Foundation 
Anderson-Rogers Foundation
AT&T Foundation
Atherton Family Foundation
Bank of Hawaii
Bank of Hawaii Foundation
Bank of Hawaii Monty Richards 

Award
Betsy Gordon Foundation
Big Island Resource 

Conservation and 
Development Council

Big Island WRE Foundation
Communities Foundation of 

Texas
Cooke Foundation, Limited
County of Hawaii-County 

Council Contingency Fund
County of Hawaii-Mayor’s Office
County of Hawaii-Dept. of R&D 

Product Enrichment Grant
County of Hawaii-Dept. of R&D-

Healing Our Island Trust
County of Hawaii-Dept. of R&D-

Economic Development
County of Hawaii-Legislative 

Human Services Grants
County of Hawaii Nonprofit 

Grant
County of Hawaii PONC Fund
Dorrance Family Foundation
Ernest W. Moody Charitable 

Foundation Ltd.
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. 

Fund
First Hawaiian Bank Foundation
Friends of Hawaii Charities
Gaiam Foundation

George N. Wilcox General Trust
Grantors Foundation
Hawai’i Council for the 

Humanities
Hawaii Community Foundation
Hawaii Community Foundation-

Arthur Lawrence Mullaly Fund
Hawaii Community Foundation-

Community Restoration 
Partnership

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Island Innovation Grant

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Hartwell and Rebecca Carter 
Fund  

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Hapa Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
HTA Grant Program

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Kosasa Family Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Kuki’o Community Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Moonglow Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
New Moon Foundation

Hawaii Community Foundation-
`O`io Project

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Okumura Family Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
THINK Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
West Hawaii Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
James Ward Russell, Jr. 
Travel Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Group 70 Fund

Hawaii Community Foundation-
Walk the Talk Fund

Hawaii People’s Fund
HEI Charitable Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
Historic Hawaii Foundation
Honsador Lumber LLC
HPM Foundation
Huliauapa`a
Kahiau Foundation
Kaiser Community Fund
John M. Ross Fund-Bank of 

Hawaii Charitable Foundation
Jubilation Foundation
Keith Campbell Foundation for 

the Environment, Inc.
Kohala Country Fair Committee
Kohala Lions Club
Kona Brewer’s Festival
Kosasa Family Fund
Lockheed Martin
Lowe’s Charitable and 

Educational Foundation
Matson Foundation
Medtronic Foundation
Mitchell Foundation
Na Kalei’ Wa’a

Nanea Foundation
NFL Foundation
NOAA MET
North Kohala Merchants 

Association
Oceanic Time Warner
Office of Hawaiian Affairs
PETCO Foundation
PTSD Health & Research 

Center
Redducs Foundation
Robert C. and Helen F. Nichols 

Fund
Rotary Club of North Hawaii
Rudolph Steiner Foundation 

Social Finance 
Running Strong Foundation for 

American Indian Youth
Salesforce.com Charitable 

Foundation
Smiling Dog Foundation
State of Hawaii-Commission 

on King Kamehameha 
Celebrations

State of Hawaii-Dept. of 
Business, Economic 
Development & Tourism

State of Hawaii-Dept. of Civil 
Defense

State of Hawaii-Dept of Labor 
and Industrial Relations

State of Hawaii-Division of Land 
and Natural Resources HISC

State of Hawaii Grant-in-Aid
State of Hawaii Foundation for 

Culture and the Arts
State of Hawaii-OHA Economic 

& Business Development
Stephen B. Hard Foundation
Stephen and Isabella Stevens 

World Peace Foundation
Sydney Stern Memorial Trust
The Bill Healy Foundation
The Cynthia and George 

Mitchell Foundation
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus 

Foundation, Inc.
The Pease Family Fund
The Puffin Foundation, Ltd.
The Russell Family Foundation 
The Samuel N. and Mary Castle 

Foundation
The William J. and Dorothy K. 

O’Neill Foundation, Inc.
Tom’s of Maine
USDA
USDA Farmers Market 

Promotion Program
USGA Foundation
Visitor Industry Charity Walk 

Funds
Wakerly Family Foundation 
Walmart Foundation
Whole Kids Foundation
Women’s Fund of Hawaii
Young Brothers/ Hawaiian Tug 

and Barge

We are grateful for all our donors.  Here are our Business and Individual Donors in 2019

We apologize if we inadvertently omitted or misspelled your name.  
Please call the Center at 889-5523 to make any corrections. Mahalo!

2019 Completed Projects
Thank you to these valuable projects that have served, created a positive impact in our 
community and have completed their work with NKCRC at this time.

Angel Fund
KES 1st Lego League

KHS College Tour
Kohala Baseball League

Nutrition Farming 

KMS 21ST CENTURY LIBRARY

KOHALA WEIGHT LIFTING CLUB

REMEMBER THRU MUSIC

SUITS AND SEATS FOR SWIMMERS
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Spring Workshop Offerings

Our workshops are designed to help organizers plan successful 
community projects, find funding, and write proposals. This 

spring we’re offering Building Budgets, Finding Funders and 
Writing and Critiquing Successful Proposals. Class dates will 

be set based on participant response.
The workshops are free to organizers of projects that have been 

accepted for fiscal sponsorship. Participants without our sponsorship 
may attend on a fee basis. Classes are held at our office on Akoni 

Pule Highway in Hawi. Please call the Center for more information 
or to register, 889-5523

2019 Project Highlights
•  Sponsored projects received $432,214 through grants and community contributions. 

•  With broad based community support, Kohala Elementary School Kindergarten and Preschool 
Playground Project raised the funds necessary to rebuild the playground. 

•  After five years on the air Kohala Radio has received their independent FCC License.

•  The team behind Ho‘ōla Honey Bee Relocation rescued and relocated their 108th bee colony 
to North Kohala where the bees can provide pollination to local farms and gardens in support of 
a sustainable thriving food system. 

•  Malama Kohala Kahakai in collaboration with Kohala Lihikai and support from the Hawaii 
County Open Space Maintenance Fund worked with Kohala High School students on 
stewardship activities at Pao‘o and Kaiholena.  

2019 sponsored projects
We are pleased to welcome these meaningful community initiatives as newly sponsored projects 
of NKCRC in 2019. We look forward to working with them to meet their goals as they serve our 
North Kohala community.

21st Century Library Initiative
Kohala Weight Lifting Club

Suits and Seats for Swimmers
Remember Thru Music
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New Directors 2019
We are honored to welcome these dedicated and engaged community 
members to our Board of Directors. We look forward to the value and 
enrichment their presence will bring to our organization. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Kelly Ah Hee 

Gino Amar, Treasurer 
Beth Bohn, Secretary

Chris Brown, Vice President
Michelle Kawai

Vicky Kometani, President
Melanie Matsuda

Wendy Nickl
Kim Takata

YOUTH DIRECTORS
Morgan Davis

Kaya-Lee Galan
Grace Todd

Sydney Wiernecki

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Alida Adamek
Jessica Brown
Lani Bowman
Joe Carvalho
David Gomes

Chris Helmuth
Bob Martin

Dennis Matsuda
Amy Meyer-Sullivan

Kathy Matsuda
Faye Mitchell

Nani Svendsen
Fran Woollard

Desiree Yamamoto

STAFF
Christine Richardson, 

Executive Director
Leslie Nugent, Associate Director
Denni Keyes, Executive Assistant

Kelly Ah Hee 
General Manager
Kelly graduated from Kohala High School in 1998 
and went on to earn his BA in Economics from the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas. Currently, he brings 
his valuable and diverse skillset to his role as the 
General Manager of Security and Landscaping for 
NAH Security Services. In addition to enjoying quality 
time with his family, Kelly finds meaning through his 
volunteer service at various community events. 

Beth Bohn
Small Business Owner
A graduate of Punahou School and Lewis and Clark 
College Beth spent 30 years in the hospitality industry 
in Hawaii and beyond. She is an active member in the 
North Hawaii chapter of 100 Women Who Care, and 
a Director for the group Remember Thru Music. Beth 
enjoys participating in the Hawaiian arts of lauhala 
weaving and lei making, as well a spending time in the 
ocean.  

Melanie Matsuda
Kohala Elementary School Teacher 
Born and raised here in North Kohala, Melanie is a 
Kohala High School alum who received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Education from UH Manoa. 
After 9 years of being away from home, Melanie 
graciously made the decision to come back to Kohala 
to teach where she went to elementary school.  She 
always knew she wanted to give back to the precious 
community that helped raise her. Talk about full circle!  

Sydney Wiernicki 
Youth Director – Kohala High School 
Sydney Wiernicki is a member of Kohala High School 
Class of 2021. She enjoys swimming at the beach, 
riding horses, and prefers dogs over cats. She grew up in  
North Kohala and is proud to say that she is a result of 
what our amazing community has to offer. One of her 
goals is to provide the upcoming keiki in our town with 
even more opportunities than she had

Grace Todd
Youth Director- Kohala High School 
Grace Todd is a junior at Kohala High School, member 
of the Student Council, the School Community 
Council as well as multiple planning committees. 
Outside of school, she performs as a member of the 
Kahilu Theater Youth Troupe and conducts research as 
a Mauna Kea Scholar. She hopes to positively influence 
the community by standing as a voice for the youth and 
young adults of Kohala. 
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March 10. Mahalo to all our players, sponsors and 
community members who contribute to making 
this fundraising event a great success in support of 
the Center!
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2019 Completed Projects
Thank you to these valuable projects that have served, created a positive impact in our 
community and have completed their work with NKCRC at this time.
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Spring Workshop Offerings

Our workshops are designed to help organizers plan successful 
community projects, find funding, and write proposals. This 

spring we’re offering Building Budgets, Finding Funders and 
Writing and Critiquing Successful Proposals. Class dates will 

be set based on participant response.
The workshops are free to organizers of projects that have been 

accepted for fiscal sponsorship. Participants without our sponsorship 
may attend on a fee basis. Classes are held at our office on Akoni 

Pule Highway in Hawi. Please call the Center for more information 
or to register, 889-5523

2019 Project Highlights
•  Sponsored projects received $432,214 through grants and community contributions. 

•  With broad based community support, Kohala Elementary School Kindergarten and Preschool 
Playground Project raised the funds necessary to rebuild the playground. 

•  After five years on the air Kohala Radio has received their independent FCC License.

•  The team behind Ho‘ōla Honey Bee Relocation rescued and relocated their 108th bee colony 
to North Kohala where the bees can provide pollination to local farms and gardens in support of 
a sustainable thriving food system. 

•  Malama Kohala Kahakai in collaboration with Kohala Lihikai and support from the Hawaii 
County Open Space Maintenance Fund worked with Kohala High School students on 
stewardship activities at Pao‘o and Kaiholena.  

2019 sponsored projects
We are pleased to welcome these meaningful community initiatives as newly sponsored projects 
of NKCRC in 2019. We look forward to working with them to meet their goals as they serve our 
North Kohala community.

21st Century Library Initiative
Kohala Weight Lifting Club

Suits and Seats for Swimmers
Remember Thru Music
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2019 Completed Projects
Thank you to these valuable projects that have served, created a positive impact in our 
community and have completed their work with NKCRC at this time.

Angel Fund
KES 1st Lego League

KHS College Tour
Kohala Baseball League

Nutrition Farming 
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Spring Workshop Offerings

Our workshops are designed to help organizers plan successful 
community projects, find funding, and write proposals. This 

spring we’re offering Building Budgets, Finding Funders and 
Writing and Critiquing Successful Proposals. Class dates will 

be set based on participant response.
The workshops are free to organizers of projects that have been 

accepted for fiscal sponsorship. Participants without our sponsorship 
may attend on a fee basis. Classes are held at our office on Akoni 

Pule Highway in Hawi. Please call the Center for more information 
or to register, 889-5523

2019 Project Highlights
•  Sponsored projects received $432,214 through grants and community contributions. 

•  With broad based community support, Kohala Elementary School Kindergarten and Preschool 
Playground Project raised the funds necessary to rebuild the playground. 

•  After five years on the air Kohala Radio has received their independent FCC License.

•  The team behind Ho‘ōla Honey Bee Relocation rescued and relocated their 108th bee colony 
to North Kohala where the bees can provide pollination to local farms and gardens in support of 
a sustainable thriving food system. 

•  Malama Kohala Kahakai in collaboration with Kohala Lihikai and support from the Hawaii 
County Open Space Maintenance Fund worked with Kohala High School students on 
stewardship activities at Pao‘o and Kaiholena.  

2019 sponsored projects
We are pleased to welcome these meaningful community initiatives as newly sponsored projects 
of NKCRC in 2019. We look forward to working with them to meet their goals as they serve our 
North Kohala community.

21st Century Library Initiative
Kohala Weight Lifting Club

Suits and Seats for Swimmers
Remember Thru Music



A message from our Board president, Vicky Kometani …. 
Aloha, 
More than 18 years ago, NKCRC was founded from one man’s forward-thinking vision based on 
conversations and observations of hard working community volunteers. He saw that our community 
could better thrive and impact change if meaningful projects were under one non-profit umbrella. 
Bob Martin knew that the power of many far outweighs the power of one. Today, more than 85 projects 
ranging from school-based, to agriculture, music, environment and our kupuna are supported via the 
administrative, financial and grant-seeking services of NKCRC.
A skeletal staff of three, Executive Director Christine Richardson, Associate Director Leslie Nugent and 
Administrative Assistant Denni Keyes perform yeoman’s duties to help ensure each project’s and the 
Center’s success.
A dedicated Board of Directors comprised of community members and four student directors meets 
monthly to review new project applications, finances and fundraising. None of this would be possible without the support of our 
North Kohala community and donors far and wide.
As we embark on 2020, we all thank you for your past support and urge your continued support of this highly impactful organization.
Mahalo,

Vicky Kometani

Our mission is to support successful community projects that benefit North Kohala. 
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New Directors 2019
We are honored to welcome these dedicated and engaged community 
members to our Board of Directors. We look forward to the value and 
enrichment their presence will bring to our organization. 
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YOUTH DIRECTORS
Morgan Davis

Kaya-Lee Galan
Grace Todd

Sydney Wiernecki

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Alida Adamek
Jessica Brown
Lani Bowman
Joe Carvalho
David Gomes

Chris Helmuth
Bob Martin

Dennis Matsuda
Amy Meyer-Sullivan

Kathy Matsuda
Faye Mitchell

Nani Svendsen
Fran Woollard

Desiree Yamamoto

STAFF
Christine Richardson, 

Executive Director
Leslie Nugent, Associate Director
Denni Keyes, Executive Assistant

Kelly Ah Hee 
General Manager
Kelly graduated from Kohala High School in 1998 
and went on to earn his BA in Economics from the 
University of Nevada Las Vegas. Currently, he brings 
his valuable and diverse skillset to his role as the 
General Manager of Security and Landscaping for 
NAH Security Services. In addition to enjoying quality 
time with his family, Kelly finds meaning through his 
volunteer service at various community events. 

Beth Bohn
Small Business Owner
A graduate of Punahou School and Lewis and Clark 
College Beth spent 30 years in the hospitality industry 
in Hawaii and beyond. She is an active member in the 
North Hawaii chapter of 100 Women Who Care, and 
a Director for the group Remember Thru Music. Beth 
enjoys participating in the Hawaiian arts of lauhala 
weaving and lei making, as well a spending time in the 
ocean.  

Melanie Matsuda
Kohala Elementary School Teacher 
Born and raised here in North Kohala, Melanie is a 
Kohala High School alum who received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Education from UH Manoa. 
After 9 years of being away from home, Melanie 
graciously made the decision to come back to Kohala 
to teach where she went to elementary school.  She 
always knew she wanted to give back to the precious 
community that helped raise her. Talk about full circle!  

Sydney Wiernicki 
Youth Director – Kohala High School 
Sydney Wiernicki is a member of Kohala High School 
Class of 2021. She enjoys swimming at the beach, 
riding horses, and prefers dogs over cats. She grew up in  
North Kohala and is proud to say that she is a result of 
what our amazing community has to offer. One of her 
goals is to provide the upcoming keiki in our town with 
even more opportunities than she had

Grace Todd
Youth Director- Kohala High School 
Grace Todd is a junior at Kohala High School, member 
of the Student Council, the School Community 
Council as well as multiple planning committees. 
Outside of school, she performs as a member of the 
Kahilu Theater Youth Troupe and conducts research as 
a Mauna Kea Scholar. She hopes to positively influence 
the community by standing as a voice for the youth and 
young adults of Kohala. 
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Have you considered a 

Legacy Gift?

By making a gift in your will or trust to 

NKCRC, you will add to North Kohala’s 

Legacy of Giving and ensure the future of the 

Resource Center’s work.  

For more 

information, 

please call 

Christine at 889-5523

FEBRUARY 2020

Mark your 
calendars for 
NKCRC’s 3rd 
Annual Golf 
Tournament 
on Saturday, 
March 14, 2020 
at the Hapuna 
Golf Course. 
Please call, stop 
by the Center 
or register online at www.northkohala.org by 
March 10. Mahalo to all our players, sponsors and 
community members who contribute to making 
this fundraising event a great success in support of 
the Center!


